Barrington Parish Council 
Chairman’s Report March 2026

The year 2025-2026 has been my first full year in office as Chair, and I would like to thank Cllr Ali Hope for his hard work in this role in the previous year. 
Cllr Alex Pierre-Traves stepped down from the council at the end of calendar 2025, and we are looking for a new councillor to succeed him. Please contact me or the new parish clerk John Watt if you are interested in this position. I would like to thank Alex for his tireless work in the parish on many fronts, including most recently the successful application for a grant to pay for exercise classes.  As I community we are indebted to him for all that he did over many years. 
Generally, we are still faced with the same issues as last year, but it is sad to have to record that in recent weeks there has been a very unwelcome new development of a spate of burglaries. 

Crime
During early February 2026 there were two burglaries in Little Barrington. An extraordinary meeting was held on Wednesday 4th February. Three members of the Police force attended. The details of that meeting, as well as security meeting tips can be found on the Barrington Parish Council website. Regrettably there were further attempted break-ins last weekend, which suggests that this problem is likely to continue.
Given the limited resources of this Council, its role will necessarily remain one of co-ordinating a swift response primarily through the WhatsApp Groups. I am extremely grateful to Cllr Sue Cleal and to Helen Lord for their continued work in running these groups. I also recommend that residents join Gloucestershire Police’s online Community Alert Scheme. 

Traffic 
I have attended several meetings with Windrush Valley Traffic Action Group (WiVTAG) which is led by Mark McCappin from Crawley near Witney. They appear to be gaining traction with their idea for an Area Weight Restriction for a wide area including our Parish. Naturally this will have to be put in place by both Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire County Councils as the relevant highway authorities. This is complex and unlikely to occur soon. Nevertheless it is imperative that we keep closely informed and also ensure that Gloucestershire County Council do likewise. I have therefore written to our ward member, Cllr Dom Morris and also updated Dan Tiffney in the Highways dept of Glos CC. He confirmed that he was made aware of WiVTAG’s ambition 12 months ago but has not heard from his opposite number at Oxfordshire CC since then, but he will now make contact. 
Speeding vehicles remain an on-going problem through the villages and our effort of control remains focussed on the two traffic cameras established in the village. We are all very grateful to Cllr Jan De Haldevang for his hard work producing the reports listing those speeding which are shared with the police. 
The speed cameras were vandalized in 2024 / 2025 and thanks goes to Cllr Jan De Haldevang for the repair work and the installation of a cage to protect the Little Barrington camera. It is hoped that this may deter such from happening again. 



Water Pollution 
The water quality of the River Windrush remains a disgrace. In December 2025 there was a Flood Resilience and River Pollution Meeting hosted by Mr. Clifton Brown (MP). We have asked for a copy of the minutes and will update the parish once received.
The WASP action group is at the forefront of activist efforts here which we are involved in, and Cllr Alex Pierre-Traves has my considerable thanks for his work with them. It is frustrating to note that a solution to the problem is known and accepted: the sewage works at Bourton-on-the-Water require significant investment. How that is achieved remains unclear given Thames Water’s difficulty financial situation. Last April the Court of Appeal upheld the company’s  restructuring deal. This Council will continue to support WASP and to complain to higher levels of government about the situation. 
Thank you to everyone in the Parish for their support in dealing with the foregoing issues. We will continue to keep you updated on how they progress in our next parish meetings. 

I also have the following updates regarding local matters and items of interest:
Local Government Reorganisation Updates
At the wider regional level, National government is proposing significant changes to how local councils operate. Currently, Gloucestershire comprises one county council and six smaller district councils, each responsible for different services. The proposal aims to replace them with fewer, larger councils that manage all services, known as ‘unitary’ authorities.
Currently three options are under consideration:
1. One council covering the entire county.
2. Two councils divided East (Cheltenham, Tewkesbury, and Cotswold) and West (Gloucester, Forest of Dean, and Stroud).
3. Two councils, one being an enlarged Gloucester city (referred to as ‘Greater Gloucester’), and one for the remainder of the county.
For the latest updates for Gloucestershire's Local Government Reorganisation, please use the below websites:
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/
https://gloucestershirecc.sharepoint.com/sites/StaffNet/SitePages/Devolution-information.aspx?locale=en-gb&inPlaceNav=portals
Parish Events
Our annual round of events began with the Spring Litter Pick in April, and it was extremely heartening to see the turnouts for this and the later Autumn Pick in November. The rising levels of litter in the parish are undoubtedly linked to the rising traffic levels mentioned earlier. I’m personally very thankful to all our volunteers.
Other Parish events were St Georges Day Drinks in April, the Windrush flower show in July; the coffee morning in November and advent drinks in December with a Harpist.

Cllr Richard Wingfield
Chair 
12th March 2026
